                                                                                      CASE NO: 

IN THE FAMILY COURT SITTING AT BOURNEMOUTH AND POOLE 

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION UNDER PART IV OF THE FAMILY LAW ACT 1996

BETWEEN: -

Applicant

-and-

Respondent

	
	DIRECTIONS ORDER


	


Before District Judge …………………….. sitting at The Family Court sitting at Bournemouth and Poole, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 7DS on ………………………. 
UPON hearing Solicitor/Counsel for the Applicant 

UPON hearing Solicitor/Counsel for the Respondent 

And the court having reviewed the court file.

The court dispensing with the need for the parties to complete EX740 and EX741.

A. The court has determined that an automatic prohibition on cross examination applies under the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 (MFPA) because: (Delete as appropriate)

Section 31 R The vulnerable party is the victim of a specified domestic abuse offence perpetrated by the other party;

Section 31S the vulnerable party is protected by an on-notice protective injunction against the other party;

Section 31T The vulnerable party adduces specified evidence that they are a victim of domestic abuse perpetrated by the other party.

OR
B. Under Section 31U of the MFPA, it appears to the court that the quality of the party's evidence on cross-examination is likely to be diminished if the cross-examination is conducted in person, or if the conduct of cross-examination in person would cause significant distress to a party, and it would not be contrary to the interests of justice to make the direction.
AND / OR
C. The court has determined that there are suitable alternative means of cross-examination which are: ……………………….

or

The court has determined that there are no suitable alternative means of cross-examination.

AND
D. Upon hearing that ……………………… does intend to appoint their own qualified legal representative for the purpose of cross examination
IT IS ORDERED THAT:-

1. By 4pm on ………………………. the Applicant shall send to the Court and to the Respondent
a. a Schedule of Allegations limited to a maximum of 6 allegations in total to be in a table format with a column for: Date / Allegation / Reference to paragraph in statement / Respondent’s response / Judge’s decision; 
b. his/her statement and evidence (limited to a maximum of 6 pages of A4 font size 12);

c. statements from additional witnesses: ……………………..(limited to a maximum of 6 pages of A4 font size 12)

2. 
By 4pm on ………………………. the Respondent shall send to the Court and to the Applicant’s Solicitors 
(a) a response to the Schedule of Allegations; and (b) his statement and evidence (limited to a maximum of 6 pages of A4 font size 12) in opposition of the Application; 
(b) his/her statement and evidence in opposition to the application (limited to a maximum of 6 pages of A4 font size 12);

(c) statements from additional witnesses: ……………………..(limited to a maximum of 6 pages of A4 font size 12)

3. By 4pm on ………………………. the Applicant may send to the Court and to the Respondent any statement in reply (limited to a maximum of 4 pages of A4 font size 12).
4. By 4pm on ………………………. the Chief Constable of Dorset Constabulary shall disclose to ……………………….  for onward disclosure into the proceedings: 

a. Any PNC previous convictions; and

b. Any occurrence reports including Occurrence Enquiry Logs (“OELs”) held in respect of incidents of domestic violence, violence or other issues of child protection concern for the previous two years in respect of [adult name and D.O.B and address] and [adult name and D.OB. and address]; and

c. Any SCARF/C112/PPN referrals for the previous two years in respect of the child/children [child name and D.O.B and address]; and

ONLY INCLUDE (d) and (e) IF EXCEPTIONAL AND IN CASE OF (e) RELATES TO 1 SPECIFIC INCIDENT
d. Any occurrence reports including OELS and referrals more than two years old with a brief explanation of the need for such extended disclosure (including dates of any known specific incidents in respect of which disclosure is sought).
e. All material to include interviews & ABE of the child/children, Transcripts, Statements, Photographs, and any other relevant information relating to the incident which occurred on or around (date and address where incident occurred) involving (names of people involved in the incident). 
5. The Applicant’s solicitors shall be responsible for service of this Order and they shall file and serve any documents received within two working days of receipt (the Court considering the fees payable to be a necessary, reasonable and proportionate charge upon the Applicant’s legal aid certificate).
6. The Chief Constable of Dorset shall have liberty to apply to the Court in respect of paragraph 3 of this Order on 48 hours notice to the parties, to have the Court reconsider, vary or discharge paragraph 4 of this Order.

7. The Non-Molestation Order dated ………………………. shall continue in the same terms until the final hearing or further order of the Court;
8. Permission is given for all statements, applications and any other relevant documents to be disclosed to Cafcass.

9. The Matter shall be listed for an attended at court pre trial review on the first available date after ………………………. on a date to be notified by the Court with a time estimate of 30 minutes when it will be considered if the matter needs a final hearing and any further ground rules. 
10. 
No Order for costs save for Public Assessment of the Applicant’s costs. 
Domestic Abuse Act 2021 cross-examination provisions and appointment of QLR
11. Applicant / Respondent shall provide the name and contact details of their own qualified legal representative no later than [image: image1.jpg]


(date).
12. The court is to appoint a qualified legal representative on behalf of [image: image2.jpg]


  (name/s) for the hearings listed on [image: image3.jpg]


 (date) at [image: image4.jpg]


 (time) at [image: image5.jpg]


 (name of court).
13. The qualified legal representative is to conduct cross-examination at the final hearing on behalf of the prohibited party, namely 
[image: image6] of the following witness/witnesses:
[image: image7.jpg]


. ..(name)

[image: image8.jpg]


(name)

[image: image9.jpg]


(name)

14. The court-appointed qualified legal representative must notify the court as soon as possible if they are subsequently unable to accept the court appointment. [image: image10.jpg]



15. A preliminary hearing/ground rules hearing is listed above. The qualified legal representative appointed by the court to conduct cross examination shall attend.
16. [image: image12.jpg]


The court bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs will be sent by (date) by[image: image11.jpg]


. (applicant's/respondent's legal representative/court staff) to the court appointed qualified legal representative. If the bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs has not been received by the qualified legal representative, the qualified legal representative should notify the court in good time.
17. Should the preliminary hearing/ground rules hearing be adjourned or vacated by the court, the court will notify the court appointed qualified legal representative of the date and time of the rescheduled hearing.


